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its grammatical colouring as it passed from time to
time through new deposits. The different channels
which left the main current and became stationary
and stagnant, or, if you like, literary and traditional,
retained for ever that colouring which the main cur-
rent displayed at the stage of their separation. If
we call the radical stage white, the agglutinative red,
and the inflectional blue, then we may well under-
stand why the white channels should show hardly a
drop of red or blue, or why the red channels should
hardly betray a shadow of blue ; and we shall be
prepared to find what we do find, namely, white tints
In the red, and white and red tints in the blue chan-
nels of speech.

True Meaning- of tlie Problem of tlie Common Origin of
Xsanguages.

In all this, however, I only argue for the possi-
bility, not for the necessity, of a common origin of
language.

I look upon the problem, of the common origin of
language, which I have shown to be quite independent
of the problem of the common origin of mankind, as
a question which ought to be kept open as long as
possible. It is not, I believe, a problem, quite as
hopeless as that of the plurality of worlds, on which
so much has been written, but it should be treated
very much in the same manner. As it is impossible
to demonstrate by the evidence of the senses that the
. planets are inhabited, the only way to prove that they
are, is to prove that it is impossible that they should
not be. Thus, on the other hand, in order to prove
that the planets are not inhabited, you must prove